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‘#whoworksforwho?’
Tuition hike and Cole’s wage increase causes a stir
    Tuition for in-state under-
graduates was approved to 
be raised by 2.7 percent at the 
July board of trustees meeting, 
setting the cost of attending 
Montclair State University to 
$12,789.86. At that same meet-
ing, the board approved a 
3.4 percent salary increase to 
$455,000 for University Presi-
dent Susan Cole.
Speech continued on Page 2
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News Editor
Olivia Kearns| The Montclarion
Sam Carliner
Staff Writer
    Students and staff have ques-
tioned these approvals.
     Rich Wolfson, the president 
of Montclair State faculty’s 
union attended the July meet-
ing. As the union’s president, 
Wolfson is the only person out-
side of the administration who 
can speak at board of trustees 
meetings.
    Wolfson publishes all state-
ments he makes at board of 
trustees meetings for the fac-
ulty union members to read. 
His remarks at the July meeting 
included concerns about how 
tuition hikes might affect stu-
dents and his disappointment 
with the lack of clarification 
from the board on how they de-
termined to raise Cole’s salary.
    “I have said it before that each 
dollar increase means more 
hardship on the part of our stu-
dents and that if this increase, 
even the meager $335.04 it rep-
resents, prevents one student 
from attending, it is heartbreak-
ing,” Wolfson said in his state-
ment to the board of trustees.
    Wolfson included a note at 
the bottom of the document 
containing his statement to the 
board, which was provided to 
union members. It reads as fol-
lows:
    “After my remarks were com-
pleted, the board of trustees ap-
proved a raise in Dr. Cole’s base 
pay to $455,000 (3.4 percent) 
plus a 20 percent performance 
bonus ($88,000) based on her 
AY2018 salary. There was no 
mention of a retention bonus or 
any deferred compensation this 
year but without full disclosure 
of her package, there is no way 
to ascertain if that is also in-
cluded.”
    Upon reading the statement, 
university professor and union 
member Maughn Gregory 
tweeted his frustration with 
Cole’s quick acceptance of the 
Tuition continued on Page 4
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to Greater 
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Heather Berzak
News Editor
Cole delivers annual 
opening speech
    University President Susan 
Cole’s annual opening ad-
dress to staff and students was 
loaded with bouts of laughter, 
applause, performances and 
promises for greater things in 
the coming years at Montclair 
State University.
  The school publicized its 
developed campaign called 
SOAR with the goal of raising 
a large amount of money in or-
der to provide the university 
with the best resources and fa-
cilities possible.
    Despite the program remain-
ing private for its duration, 
SOAR has been able to raise 
$60 million dollars thus far 
with the ultimate goal of reach-
ing $75 million.
    In order to reach that goal, 
Montclair State is making the 
campaign public for the first 
time, hoping to get trust and 
faith from donors – presenting 
the crowd with the campaign’s 
official video.
   Senior acting major Kira Play-
er played a role in the campaign 
video for SOAR. With the cam-
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Thursday, Aug. 9
Lot 60: Montclair State University 
students Kimberly De La Cruz 
and Courtney Whyte were arrest-
ed. De La Cruz was arrested for 
the possession of CDS under 50 
grams and the possession of CDS 
in a motor vehicle. Whyte was ar-
rested for the possession of CDS 
under 50 grams. Both individu-
als were issued summonses and 
released with a pending court 
date in the Little Falls Municipal 
Court.
Writers and Contributors
Corinne Appel, Adrianna Caraballo, Sam Carliner, Collin De 
Lade, Babee Garcia, Trevor Gioia, Donovan Russo, Mileena 
Torres
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Saturday, Aug. 11
Financial Aid: A male individual 
filed a report of a theft, after dis-
covering that a student loan was 
opened in his name without his 
knowledge or consent. Mr. Mede-
lus was referred to the Montclair 
Municipal Court to pursue further 
charges.
Tuesday, Aug. 28
Lot 6: Male nonstudent Jonathan Di-
az-Ramirez was arrested after he was 
witnessed punching the glass door of 
a NJ Transit Bus, subsequently shat-
tering the window.  Diaz-Ramirez was 
issued a complaint summons and was 
released pending a follow-up court 
date in the Montclair Municipal Court.
Tuesday, Aug. 4
Sprague Field: Football equipment 
was reported stolen from the field.
Speech: Mallory Hall complete, more construction on the way
Continued from page 1
paign launching its pub-
lic debut, she believes 
that the goal is easily at-
tainable.
   “[The university] is su-
per, super close [to their 
campaign goal], and I 
think once this video 
reaches the public [the 
money]’ll flow in like no-
body’s business,” Player 
said.
   Cole mentioned that 
this year’s university ap-
plication number was 
a record high of over 
18,000 undergraduate 
applicants, a 15 percent 
increase from last year.
   Another face in the vid-
eo, senior acting major 
Liz Sayko, was excited 
to hear of the increased 
enrollment at the univer-
sity.
   “That’s awesome be-
cause if we are going to 
keep building up this 
campus and re-doing all 
the buildings, they need 
a lot more people coming 
in and I think that’s awe-
some that we’re grow-
ing,” Sayko said.
    Cole said the incoming 
demographics this year 
include 3,100 freshmen 
students and 1,500 trans-
fer students coming from 
45 different states and 24 
foreign countries.
   The average campus 
GPA rose from a 3.24 to 
a 3.26, and the school is 
steadily increasing mi-
nority student enroll-
ment compared to the 
previous academic year.
   On behalf of construc-
tion, Mallory Hall is 
ready for use in the up-
coming school year, offi-
cially named the Center 
for Computing and In-
formation Science.
    With completed proj-
ects come new ones, like 
the proposed renova-
tion of Richardson Hall, 
starting with the second 
floor and making its 
way down to the first.
    Current construction 
projects also include 
College Hall and sec-
tions of Calcia Hall, Russ 
Hall and Bohn Hall.
    One of the newest ad-
ditions in the fall is the 
development of Univer-
sity College. Through 
the help of advisers, stu-
dents can discover dif-
ferent career and educa-
tional opportunities as 
they make the transition 
from undeclared to the 
major of their choice.
    University College 
is temporarily located 
on the first floor of the 
Sprague Library until 
College Hall construc-
tion is completed.
    Another new addi-
tion to the university is 
the Presidential Schol-
ars Program. More than 
300 incoming students 
were enrolled in the new 
program, each receiving 
$5,000 per year in schol-
arship money with op-
tions for additional aid if 
needed.
  According to Cole, what 
makes the program’s de-
but so monumental is 
the fact that half of the 
recipients are minority 
students, with 78 percent 
of overall recipients be-
ing female.
   With all of the records 
and new contributions 
to Montclair State in the 
past year, Cole gave 2018 
its own special meaning 
for university students 
— in lieu of the univer-
sity’s 110th anniversary.
   “While 2018 may be the 
Year of the Dog on the 
Chinese calendar,” Cole 
said, “at Montclair State 
University, it is the Year 
of the Red Hawk or, in 
other words, the Year of 
the Student.”
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Joe Biden Backs NJ Politician on 
Congress Campaign
Former vice president and big New Jersey government officials stand alongside Mikie Sherrill on her road to the polls
Adrianna Caraballo
Contributing Writer
Ben Caplan | The Montclarion
Ben Caplan | The Montclarion
Former Vice President Joe Biden spoke on behalf of Mikie Sherrill, 
urging students to vote for her in the upcoming election.
Mikie Sherrill spoke at Montclair State on her New Jersey Congress campaign trail.
   Former vice president and 
big New Jersey government 
officials stand alongside Mikie 
Sherrill on her road to the polls
Wife, mother, prosecutor and 
Naval academy graduate Mikie 
Sherrill is running for Congress 
with former Vice President Joe 
Biden at her back.
   Both Sherrill and Biden 
appeared at Montclair State 
University on Wednesday for 
her Congress campaign along-
side Democratic state chairman 
John Currie and New Jersey 
Gov. Phil Murphy.
   Currie was the first to speak 
and described the candidate as 
a woman who spent her life in 
public service. Murphy then 
summarized some of the coun-
try’s issues, which included 
affordable college, health care 
and equal pay for women. 
When Biden and Sherrill came 
to the stage, the crowd erupted 
in cheers of support.
   Sherrill spoke first and began 
with thanks to Montclair State, 
the students and the support. 
She followed with discussing 
her college experience and the 
recent death of John McCain, 
who she referred to as a hero. 
Sherrill explained that al-
though heroes are beloved and 
respected, this country was not 
built on the backs of heroes.
   “This country was built by 
ordinary people,” Sherrill said. 
These words were emphasized 
later by Biden who agreed that 
everyone deserves respect, 
ordinary people included.
Ben Caplan | The Montclarion
Attendees of the event had to go through police security before 
entering the venue.
Montclair State students watch the campaign event through a live stream at the School 
of Communication and Media.
Ben Caplan | The Montclarion
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    Kicking off September, Mont-
clair State University is in its 
next phase to make the campus 
100 percent tobacco and smoke-
free.
   The designated smoking ar-
eas near Dinallo Heights and 
the maintenance building by 
Sprague Field are set to be re-
moved, while the designated 
smoking area by Sprague Li-
brary will be relocated closer to 
Alexander Kasser Theatre and 
Red Hawk Deck.
   The administration sent out 
a campus-wide email on Aug. 
20, stating which smoking ar-
eas will gradually be removed 
each semester until September 
2020, when the school aims to 
be completely smoke-free.
    “We will continue efforts to 
encourage individuals to self-
police and to follow the regu-
lations,” said Vice President 
for Student Development and 
Campus Life Dr. Karen Pen-
nington in a written statement. 
“I don’t believe it is helpful to 
someone in this type of situa-
The Next Step in a Smoke-Free Campus
University continues with their initiative to end smoking and tobacco use at the school
Christina Urban
News Editor
tion by punishing them; educa-
tion is more important.”
  Pennington said that mul-
tiple people have been spotted 
smoking in nondesignated ar-
eas and most weren’t aware of 
the policy change.
    “In general, people have been 
very cooperative and respon-
sive when asked to comply,” 
Pennington said.
    Senior geography major Car-
los Montufar smoked one to 
two cigarettes almost everyday 
but quit a month ago.
   Montufar said he knew the 
school was working toward a 
smoke-free campus and agrees 
with the initiative. However, 
believing there’s a link between 
stress and smoking, he thinks 
the university should then pro-
vide safer alternative activities 
to help students de-stress.
    “Smoking isn’t something 
that should be exposed in an ac-
ademic center,” Montufar said. 
“Although if the campus be-
comes 100 percent smoke free, I 
think the university should im-
plement more opportunities to 
try and relieve students’ stress 
levels.”
Therese Sheridan| The Montclarion
Designated smoking areas are placed in different parts of campus, at least 25 feet away from building en-
trances.
Tuition: Board of Trustees student representative said care planning happens before approvals
Continued from page 1
increase in pay without de-
manding the same for faculty. 
The tweet received some sup-
port, but the controversy re-
mained mostly a discussion 
among faculty with a lack of 
student perspective.
  Senior business major Cierra 
Wallace serves as a representa-
tive for the student community 
on the board of trustees. As a 
member of the student and ad-
ministrative communities, Wal-
lace attends all of the board’s 
public meetings as well as their 
financial closed session meet-
ings and represents students to 
the board of trustees.
  Wallace confirmed that the 
board put a lot of thought into 
examining the budget before 
voting to approve it.
  “The board extensively dis-
cussed the budget before it 
being approved in public ses-
sion,” Wallace said. “We take 
into account all aspects of the 
university when approving the 
budget.”
   Of 18 students interviewed of 
various years, majors and com-
munities, only two had heard 
about the tuition hikes or in-
crease in Cole’s salary. Most of 
the students claimed to know 
little or nothing about the board 
of trustees.
  Sophomore musical theater 
major Emma Wilcox felt that 
the lack of resources for com-
munication discourages stu-
dents from learning more about 
the administration.
    “You can never get in con-
tact with a person on the phone 
at this school,” Wilcox said. 
“When they make it so difficult 
to contact and get ahold of the 
administration, it’s almost just a 
way to deter students from ask-
ing questions.”
    Wolfson said that as recent-
ly as six years ago, there were 
more resources for the student 
and administrative communi-
ties to interact. He said that the 
board of trustees used to hold 
regular luncheons where stu-
dents and faculty could eat and 
discuss issues with them, but 
those have since been scrapped.
    The administration holds an-
nual tuition hearings at the end 
of each spring semester. How-
ever, several students including 
Wilcox, said that the hearings 
are held at inconvenient times.
    Junior economics major Ash-
ley Rivera recounted her ex-
perience attending the tuition 
hearing in May 2017.
    “I didn’t go last semester be-
cause I had class, but I went the 
year before and it was only like 
four of us,” Rivera said. “It’s 
important. That’s our tuition. 
That’s the money we’re spend-
ing on this school. More people 
should voice their opinions.”
    Wolfson, who has attended 
many of the tuition hearings, 
agreed that not enough stu-
dents attend.
    “I’m always disheartened 
that not more students show up 
to tell their personal stories,” 
Wolfson said. “If you don’t par-
ticipate, then things just happen 
around you and you have no 
real recourse.”
    Although Rivera and Wolfson 
both felt that students should 
put more effort into attending 
the hearings, they acknowl-
edged that various obstacles 
prevent students from attend-
ing, such as busy schedules or 
a lack of promotion of the hear-
ings.
    Wallace responded to these 
concerns, reassuring students 
that the administration makes 
sure to connect with the student 
community and takes their con-
cerns into account.
    Wallace believes Montclair 
State provides an abundance of 
platforms for students to talk to 
administrators.
   “There are several student 
organizations that have meet-
ings with President Cole. Not 
all 20,000 students will be able 
to have a personal meeting with 
administrators; however, there 
are student leaders that they 
may speak to,” Wallace said. 
“Our administration listens 
when we speak and tries make 
the necessary changes needed 
for students to excel here at 
Montclair State.”
    President Cole also addressed 
concerns about the tuition in-
creases in a written statement:
    “As a New Jersey Public Re-
search University, Montclair 
State University is committed 
to providing students with af-
fordable access to a first-class 
education. In pursuit of that 
mission, Montclair State makes 
every effort to minimize any in-
creases to tuition and fee costs, 
a task that becomes increasing-
ly difficult each year, as state 
appropriations for the univer-
sity remain unjustifiably low. 
This year’s combined tuition 
and fee increase of 2.7 percent 
continues to reflect the univer-
sity’s emphasis on remaining 
affordable while assuring that 
students will have the oppor-
tunity to study in a very com-
prehensive range of academic 
programs in excellent facilities 
and with the benefit of an en-
gaged and talented faculty. A 
few examples of the many high 
quality educational opportuni-
ties that make the university 
an excellent value for students 
are the exciting new Center for 
Computing and Information 
Sciences, the state-of-the-art 
programs in the School of Com-
munication and Media, the op-
portunities offered by the new 
School of Nursing, and the rich 
programming of the fully AAC-
SB-accredited Feliciano School 
of Business.”
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Study Abroad in Spring 2019! 
Applications due: October 1, 2018 
Attend an information session to learn  
how to get started. 
 
 
 
 
  
 
For further inquiries or to book an appointment, email 
studyabroad@montclair.edu 
or stop by the Student Center Annex, Room 207 
Wednesdays 
2:30PM 
Schmitt 110 
 
Fridays 
10:00AM 
Schmitt 125 
 
Montclarion
The
SPORTS
WANT 
TO BE A 
SPORTS 
WRITER?
Cover all the touchdowns, 
goals, and everything in between.
Contact MontclarionSports@gmail.com 
for more information.
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Montclair State University welcomed new and
returning students on Aug. 31 through Sept. 2 into 
their new dorms and apartments on campus. The 
event was conducted with the assistance of the 
campus police and Residence Life staff who helped 
students carry their stuff into the buildings with 
large bins.
Red Hawks Fly Back Home 
                                                                                        
Freshman English major Raven Dozier carries her items from her U-Haul truck to the sidewalk outside of Blanton Hall.
Junior illustration and animation major Charlie Wiggins, in the blue shirt, receives help from Residence 
Life staff as he moves into Blanton Hall for the third time. 
Photo Essay by Chanila German
Students move in to their dorms for the new 2018-2019 school year
                                                                 
                       
Residence Life staff member Carly Deilman pushes a bin full of a
student’s belongings.
                                                                 
                       
The father of senior psychology major Mariselys Urena carries one of 
her boxes to the sidewalk outside of Blanton Hall. 
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Undeclared freshman Emmeline Arnold with her emotional 
support cat Sophie. Students and their family members unload their stuff onto the sidewalk outside of Blanton Hall. 
Undeclared freshman Liz Kunze unpacks in her dorm with the help of her family. 
From left to right: Residence Life staff members Natasha Almeida, Hannah Tomaszek and Sinclaire 
Forte take a quick break to laugh with each other.  
Sophomore English major Raven Dover helps her friend move in with 
the help of a police officer.  Dover moved into the same building the 
night before.
Residence Life staff Albert Garcia laughs as he waits for the elevator. 
Photo courtesy of Sean Oate from North Jersey Media Group                     
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Where Are They Now?
 Former Editor-in-Chief Kristie Cattafi never lost her “grit”
Photo courtesy of Kristie CattafiWhile she was editor-in-chief of The Montclarion, Kristie Cattafi won a first place award from the New Jersey Press Foundation for best 
investigative reporting on a story about the condition of Calcia Hall, which took her two weeks to dig up maintenance complaints and interview students/faculty. 
 
                                                                   
It  is almost 10:30 a.m. 
at the NorthJersey.com 
office in Woodland Park, 
New Jersey. The coffee is 
freshly brewed and the 
morning meeting is about 
to take place. Staff mem-
bers are discussing the 
most viewed stories on 
the website and innova-
tive ways to attract digital 
traffic. Local news reporter 
Kristie Cattafi stays be-
hind at her cubicle as she 
conducts phone interviews 
and research for her next 
story.
      “As a reporter, it’s 
never just clocking in 
from 9 to 5,” Cattafi, a 
Montclair State University 
2010 alumni and former 
editor-in-chief of The 
Montclarion, said. “Now-
adays, you have to do 
everything. You have to 
do research, go to meet-
ings, know what is going 
on within the state, plan 
ahead, shoot videos and 
take photos.”
      Cattafi is no strang-
er to the unpredictable 
hours, strict deadlines and 
difficult climate of being 
a journalist. She was a 
reporter for The Record 
since 2011 before joining 
the NorthJersey.com team 
– a newspaper publishing 
company owned by Gan-
nett that features many 
publications like 201 
Magazine, the Herald 
News and more.
     Her colleague at 
NorthJersey.com and 
former Montclarion 
Opinion Editor Robert 
Aitken had kind words 
to describe her.“Kris-
tie [Cattafi] is a tough 
writer,” Aitken, who is 
currently a sports writer 
for NorthJersey.com, 
said. “Her grit became 
our grit and we never 
wanted to waste a page 
with content that didn’t 
matter.”
     Aitken graduated 
from Montclair State 
with an English degree 
and a concentration in 
journalism back in 2011. 
He joined the campus 
media organization 
originally for a hobby, 
which shaped his major 
and career.
     Aitken first met 
Cattafi when she joined 
the staff. He explained 
how she was the first 
one within the staff to be 
thrown out of a Student 
Government Associa-
tion (SGA) meeting. It 
was the first shot that 
initiated independence 
between them and The 
Montclarion. Catta-
fi and the staff were 
determined to make The 
Montclarion stand on 
its own.
      “The SGA pulled 
their funding, and it 
felt like the staff and I 
were forming our own 
business or nonprofit,” 
Cattafi said. “So we hit 
the ground running, 
and we were a commu-
nity.”
     She first joined The 
Montclarion during 
her sophomore year at 
Montclair State. During 
her time at the publi-
cation she went from 
staff writer to assistant 
news editor and was 
editor-in-chief by fall 
2009.
     While she was 
involved with The 
Montclarion, Cattafi 
won multiple awards. 
She was awarded the 
Pelican award, which is 
given to students who 
provide outstanding 
service to The Mont-
clarion. She also won 
first place from the 
New Jersey Press Asso-
ciation for her investi-
gative piece on Calcia 
Hall. For two weeks, 
Cattafi found informa-
tion on online mainte-
nance complaints that 
caused classrooms to 
have scorching and 
freezing temperatures. 
She had spent days in 
Calcia Hall interview-
ing faculty and stu-
dents. She also helped 
The Montclarion earn 
the National Freedom 
Award at the College 
Media Convention 
in Austin, Texas for 
achieving their inde-
pendence from the 
SGA.
     James Carolan, 
former digital content 
manager of The Mont-
clarion, raved about 
the good times him and 
Cattafi had running 
The Montclarion.
     “Kristie loved 
controversy and big 
stories,” Carolan said. 
“It definitely affected 
how she lead the team. 
It is easy to write off a 
school paper as a bit of 
a fluff publication but 
Kristie, for better or for 
worse, always wanted 
something hard hitting 
on that first page.”
   Carolan reminisced 
about when Cattafi led 
the newspaper.
      “A lot of the time 
in 2010, we got it,” 
Carolan said. “Kristie 
treated The Montclari-
on with the seriousness 
of any other major pub-
lication, and it really 
reflected in the good 
work we did.”
      Even though she 
feels proud of earning 
her degree, Cattafi is 
humbled by the lessons 
she learned while work-
ing at The Montclarion. 
Her journalistic skills and 
instincts have been shaped 
by what The Montclarion 
has taught her.
     “Majoring or minoring 
in journalism is great, 
but you could never get 
the same experience as 
a reporter from working 
with The Montclarion,” 
Cattafi said. “Everything 
you need for an actual job 
is there. It has led me to 
many professional oppor-
tunities, including intern-
ships and scholarships.”
    She noted that the clips 
she gathered from The 
Montclarion “gave her an 
edge” in her career. 
   The Montclarion, in her 
own words, had been 
“passion-driven.” Cattafi 
reminisces about how the 
staff would crash on the 
office couch at 4 a.m. on 
production days in the 
Student Center Annex. 
She remembers going out 
with the staff after the 
Thursday critique meet-
ings, including Katherine 
Milsop. Milsop eventually 
became the editor-in-chief 
two years after Cattafi and 
considers her a friend.
     “Kristie was an excel-
lent editor-in-chief,” Mil-
sop said. “She’s a natural 
reporter with a passion 
for news, and she always 
pushed us to find good 
stories.”
Reporters from NorthJersey.com Kristie Cattafi, Kate Formoso and 
Steve Janoski were interviewed by the Fox news team for their 
story on armed guards in Palisades Park who were hired without 
background checks. 
Babee Garcia
Staff Writer
                                                                                                                                           
Robert McCreadie (left) plays “Taiko Drum Master” on the PlayStation 2.
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Contributing Writer
    What used to be a shortcut to the 
Student Center from the parking spac-
es for people with disabilities and the 
Drop-In Center, now lies Montclair 
State University’s own community 
garden.
     Vibrant hues of green have trans-
formed the space as fresh produce has 
begun growing in the garden. Wa-
termelon, eggplant, peppers, green 
beans and zucchini are just a few of 
the delicious fruits and veggies that 
are taking over the newly fenced in 
area beside the Student Center.
    “The hardest part of setting up the 
site was physically setting up the site,” 
said Montclair State graduate Christo-
pher Snyder, who currently works as 
a research assistant and helps run the 
garden. “There has been outstanding, 
overwhelming support from cam-
pus.”
     The garden was created under a 
new organization on campus called 
Montclair State Campus Community 
Garden (MSUCCG), which helps to 
grow produce for the Red Hawk Pan-
try. The idea began in February 2018 
and came to fruition in late May 2018. 
Snyder, along with others, were full-
time students who took on the project 
because they saw the need for fresh 
fruits and vegetables at the Red Hawk 
Pantry.
     Now that the pantry is supplied 
with fresh sustainable grown food, the 
goal is to reduce the food insecurity at 
Montclair State. Having non-canned 
produce available at the Red Hawk 
Pantry not only improves the quality 
of food that students receive but sup-
plements in their nutrition as well.
    “Food insecurity is something that I 
feel very strongly about,” Snyder said. 
“It’s something that I’ve been training 
to work in for my whole higher aca-
demic career.”
    Snyder obtained his MBA in anthro-
pology and has experience with food 
systems – how people obtain their 
food, get what they need and stay 
healthy. Much of his graduate work 
focused on food access and nutrition. 
He hopes that those who need to use 
the Red Hawk Pantry will benefit 
from the new community garden.
     According to a recent 2015 study 
Montclair State conducted, approxi-
mately one in 10 Montclair State stu-
dents face food insecurity once a day 
and about 15 percent of students are 
food insecure once a week.
     Some students are not aware that 
food insecurity affects the lives of 
many of their classmates, like sopho-
more jurisprudence major Alex Lavra-
dor.
     Lavrador did not know that Mont-
clair State even had the Red Hawk 
Pantry and was shocked that many 
students are food insecure.
     “The community garden is a won-
derful idea,” Lavrador said. “It’s an 
efficient way to stock the food pantry 
while also getting students on campus 
involved.”
    In addition to supplying students 
with fresh produce, the community 
garden extends its outreach by donat-
ing food to Toni’s Kitchen, a food min-
istry of St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
located in Montclair.
     Since the official start of the MSUC-
CG on May 21 to Aug. 31 to date, over 
200 pounds of food has been donated. 
Various on-campus clubs like Mont-
clair State Dietetics Organization, 
Environmental Club and Animal Ac-
tivists have become involved with the 
garden.
    “We had such a high response rate,” 
Snyder said. “We have shattered my 
goals. I was off by a mile.”
Different types of flowers, fruits and veggies are planted in the garden located behind the Student Center. 
Community Garden Brings New Life  
MSUCCG packs the Student Center yard with produce
“The community garden is a
 wonderful idea. It’s an efficient way to 
stock the food pantry while also getting 
students on campus involved.”
- Alex Lavrador, jurisprudence major
Montclair State graduate Christopher Snyder, who helps run the garden, poses with a few vegetables 
in his hands as he tends to the garden.
                       Photo courtesy of Christopher Snyder
Help Wanted Help Wanted
JOBS AND CLASSIFIEDS
Experienced part-time sitter with 
car needed: 
We are looking for an experienced 
part-time sitter for our 4 year old 
daughter, every Wednesday and 
Thursday from 1pm-7:30 p.m. (ad-
ditional hours may be available). 
This position would start immedi-
ately and continue through fall and 
spring semesters. Must have license 
and clean driving record with own 
safe, reliable car to pick her up from 
preschool in Montclair and drive her 
10 minutes to our home in West Or-
ange. This position pays $15 per hour 
+ money for gas and reimbursement 
for any activities. Our daughter is 
very verbal, energetic, sweet and sil-
ly. She likes being outdoors, playing 
games, loves cooking, arts and crafts, 
reading, science and music. Tidying 
up after her would be very appreci-
ated and basic food prep would be 
necessary. Must like cats, our two are 
part of our family.
Required: Reliable, punctual, atten-
tive, caring, compassionate, kind, 
nurturing, energetic, fun and cre-
ative, clean driving record and own 
car, background check, references
Contact Laura at 
Lauramapplegate@gmail.com with 
your full name, a little about your-
self, and a resume or a description of 
your experience to apply. 
$20/hour–seek child care–Bloom-
field:
Morning child care required from 
approximately 7 to 9 each day–the 
individual , who must have a license, 
would come to the home of my 8 
year old grandson, help get him 
ready to leave for school, give him 
breakfast and drive him to school 
in Nutley–he has to be at school be-
tween 815 and 830.  Although 5 days 
per week is preferable, if all 5 days 
are not available a flexible arrange-
ment can be discussed. Responses 
can be sent to lmcarlinlaw@msn.com 
and/or by telephone at 212–622–
7180.
Classifieds
Help Wanted Help Wanted / Other
Mom helper needed for after 
school pickup:
Helper needed to pick up our 8 
yo girl and 3 yr old boy from local 
preschool 1 mile apart 2-3 days per 
week. Days needed for september 
are monday to Friday. Pick up times 
are between 3-3:30p. You will serve 
snacks and help with homework 
for approximately 2-3 hours. Sitter 
needed  for full day September 10th 
and possibly 19th.  For immediate 
hire, Please contact mbelay@npasso-
ciate.com so we can discuss further 
by phone. Clean driving record and 
non smoking are required.
After school care needed- 8 hours 
a week:
We are looking for someone to pick 
up our 7th grader at school in Cedar 
Grove and help oversee homework 
in our home three days a week (T, 
W, TH. 2:30-5pm).  Opportunities 
for additional hours available  but 
not required.  Reliable, fun and 
strong math skills preferred.  Must 
have own transportation and clean 
driving record.  $2o/hr.   Please 
email Diane at 
ldfranzese@verion.net. 
$20 / HR, P/T babysitter, Montclair:
Montclair family is seeking a 
babysitter who is able to watch our 
2 elementary school-aged children 
on a part time basis throughout the 
school year.   Looking for someone 
on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fri-
days from 3:00 to 6:30 pm (3.5 hours 
per day).  Main responsibilities will 
be to pick up our kids from school, 
help with homework, engage 
with kids and drive to after school 
activities.  $20 per hour.  Must be 
non-smoker, fully licensed to drive, 
and previous childcare experience 
would be great.  For more infor-
mation or questions, and to apply 
Email: 
wmtribegrad2002@gmail.com
Before and after-school care starting 
in September:
Looking for reliable before and 
after-school babysitter to drop off 
an Elementary and a Middle School 
child from a nice family to school in 
Montclair (7am – 9 am) and pick up 
from school and child care (2 pm – 6 
pm) Must have own transporta-
tion, clean driving record and great 
references. Able to play with 10 year 
old special needs child to develop 
language and social skills, prepare 
snacks for children, dinner prep. Oc-
casional additional hours available, if 
desired, for work evening events. If 
available to start last week of August 
that would be great. Can be two 
separate jobs if only able to do one of 
the shifts. If interested, please email 
Marcela at: 
marcelamoncloa@gmail.com
$19 / PT babysitter needed in Liv-
ingston: 
Looking for a trustworthy, reliable 
and fun babysitter for two boys (ages 
12 and 9) starting 9/4/18. Responsi-
bilities include picking up at school, 
transporting to and from after school 
activities in Livingston and nearby 
towns and helping with homework. 
Regular hours are 2:30-6:30 Monday, 
Thursday and Friday. Prior experi-
ence with children is required (with 
references), as well as use of own 
reliable vehicle (with clean driving 
record). Perfect for an education 
major looking for a PT job in order 
to pick up some extra money while 
in school. If interested, please email: 
emb333@nyu.edu
Babysitter/team player needed in 
Verona / $15-$20/hour: 
Babysitter/team player needed Mon-
days, Tuesdays, and Fridays, from 
2:45-7:00 pm for 11 year old boy/girl 
twins.
Responsibilities include but are not 
limited to: School pick up, home-
work, driving to and from sports and 
activities (reliable vehicle required), 
running errands, and light meal 
prep.
If you are interested please email: 
Brooke at 
brookemsorger@yahoo.com
$11/hour - servers:
Westmount Country Club in Wood-
land Park, NJ  is seeking food and 
beverage servers to work part time 
weekends.  No  banquet experi-
ence necessary, will train.  Salary 
is $11.00+ per hour to start.   Email 
karen@westmountcc.com to sched-
ule an interview.
OTHER
ARE YOU IN CRISIS OR STRUG-
GLING? HEALING, HOPE AND 
HELP CAN HAPPEN!
Please CALL the National Suicide 
Prevention Lifeline at 1-800-273-8255 
(TALK) at any time to speak to a 
counselor and get support.  You can 
also connect to the Crisis Text Line by 
texting “Hello” to 741-741 to be con-
nected to a counselor.  All services 
are free, confidential and available 
24/ 7 for anyone in crisis.
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Room 2035 School of Communication and Media 
in Upper Montclair, NJ 07043
Phone 973.655.5230
Fax 973.655.7804
E-mail Montclarionsports@gmail.com
COME HELP 
US OUT
Mileena Torres | The Montclarion
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Editorial: Let’s Talk Textbooks
Campus 
VoiCes:
Do you believe 
textbooks are 
a financial 
burden? If so, 
why?
“It adds so much and on top 
of tuition. Since I commute, I 
have to pay the parking fee. It 
is just a lot. Even if you buy 
them used or even if you rent 
them used, it all adds up. Es-
pecially for the books you can 
not rent or buy used – it is a 
lot.” 
- Reyna Rahaman
Undeclared
Freshman
“I think textbooks are getting 
[more] expensive year by year. 
A lot of students are not buy-
ing textbooks. Look at me for 
example, I have been renting 
a lot of my textbooks. We’re 
buying these textbooks that 
are supposed to help us in 
the real world, but over time I 
haven’t gotten a lot of use out 
of them. Some of the textbooks 
I only used a quarter of the 
book or half.”
- Martin Walker
Marketing
Senior
   
s parents say their 
final goodbyes to their 
kids, a new chapter begins 
at Montclair State Univer-
sity. There is a fresh new 
wave of students that are 
either eager or anxious 
for the school year to be-
gin. Syllabus week is like 
no other week for college 
students. The excitement 
of living on one’s own 
and meeting new people 
is only slightly overcast 
by the lingering problem 
that is textbooks.
     Confusion over text-
books accompanies the 
start of the semester. Typ-
ically before the first day 
of classes, professors post 
their syllabus online in or-
der to update students on 
rules, give them an over-
view of the course and 
provide textbook infor-
mation. However, some 
professors do not update 
their syllabus, which 
leads to confusion on the 
first day of class. This ren-
ders the posting of the syl-
labus completely useless if 
the information is not up 
to date or accurate. The 
uncertainty leads to the fa-
mous debate of whether to 
buy textbooks before the 
first day or not. 
     Many students live on 
a fixed budget. Not know-
ing what books to pur-
chase ahead of time could 
play a factor in deciding 
whether or not they can af-
ford a drink and a protein 
bar at the mini-mart in the 
Student Center. Students 
put aside a certain amount 
of money in order to buy 
the textbooks needed for 
classes. When a student 
is told they do not need a 
textbook when it was al-
ready listed in the syllabus 
as necessary, it becomes 
a hassle for the student 
to return the book. Some 
websites do not offer to 
pay the return fee or will 
not even accept the book 
back. 
     The prices for certain 
textbooks can range from 
a mere $15 to buying 
an interactive code that 
costs a whooping $200. 
Some sellers do not con-
sider how much money 
is being spent on college 
itself before setting their 
prices. This can be seen in 
our very own university 
bookstore. When looking 
at textbook prices, there 
is a noticeable difference 
between renting and pur-
chasing depending on 
the retailer. Websites like 
Amazon, Chegg and the 
University Bookstore will 
quote different prices for 
the same books. Our very 
own bookstore has higher 
prices for books that can 
be found for ten dollars 
cheaper on different web-
sites. 
     Though many syllabi 
offer different textbook 
purchasing options, there 
are always alternatives to 
paying full price. One way 
is to rent your textbooks, 
but do not wait until the 
last minute or else you will 
be out of luck. Addition-
ally, previous students 
who have taken a class will 
most likely post statuses 
on their social media about 
selling textbooks, but be 
careful who you are pur-
chasing from. There should 
always be a neutral setting 
when a seller and buyer 
are exchanging items. An-
other way to save money is 
to go to Harry A. Sprague 
Library, which is located 
right next to Cafe Diem, 
to see if the library carries 
the textbook you need. You 
can then put it on hold for 
the semester. A last ditch 
effort could be to just share 
a textbook with someone 
in your class.
     For students on a bud-
get, it’s easy to rational-
A ize hesitating to buy their 
textbooks because of the 
price tag. When there 
is uncertainty around 
whether or not a syllabus 
has been updated, stu-
dents end up in a mad 
dash to get the books they 
need for assignments due 
right after syllabus week. 
They are forced to look 
left and right to afford all 
of the supplies needed 
for school, especially text-
books. With the prices go-
ing up for tuition itself, 
how do students scrap up 
enough pennies to afford a 
textbook?
“If I’m going to use them for 
four months, they are going 
to be a waste. So why would 
I pay for [ a textbook] if I am 
not going to use it long term 
anyway?“
- Caitlin Lacap
Nursing
 Graduate
“Yes, I do think they are a fi-
nancial burden. They become 
more and more expensive each 
year we have to come back to 
school. I know that ever since 
I started, [the price] has defi-
nitely increased. You will not 
be able to use most of them 
since the books are from gen-
eral education classes. I’ve 
only kept three books out of 
the ton of books that I have 
used actually. I sell them back, 
but I barely get enough money 
in return.”
- Nick Lund
Geography
 Senior
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Anxiety: A Term Used 
too Loosely
ith  the se-
mester coming to 
a start, Montclair 
State University stu-
dents may be wor-
ried about parking, 
finding the right 
schedule and bal-
ancing yet another 
semester. The word 
“anxiety” becomes a 
well-known term around campus when 
assignments start to pile up. However, 
the term “anxiety” can be used loosely 
by students who do not experience the 
complete disorder itself, which can up-
set people who actually have the disor-
der.
      For instance, everyone looks at anxi-
ety as just being nervous. No one un-
derstands how dark and alone some-
one may feel when anxiety consumes 
you. The disorder instills constant 
worrying and questioning in ones 
head that has no off switch. As some-
one who has and still is suffering from 
anxiety, putting on a mask is the easi-
est way to pretend that you are okay 
in front of the world, which can also 
be unhealthy. There can be periods of 
time where you could be feeling fine 
until the worrying, erratic breathing 
and racing thoughts creep up on you.
     As stated by the Alvarado Parkway 
Institute, an anxiety disorder can stem 
from past trauma situations or even 
be family related. Often at times, it is 
difficult for students with anxiety on a 
daily basis to fight through their obsta-
cles. So many other behaviors connect 
to anxiety alone, such as obsessive-
compulsive disorder (OCD), which af-
fects 2.2 million adults in the country, 
according to the Anxiety and Depres-
sion Association of America.
     Additionally, people with anxiety 
do not want to be a burden on others 
or even be looked at differently. People 
with anxiety may have self-doubt due 
to the feeling of being a burden to their 
friends and family. Having anxiety is a 
constant battle against one’s self each 
and every day.
     Being a student, anxiety amps it-
self up by adding the pressure of get-
ting good marks and pushing your-
self. Anxiety can be the constant need 
to worry about every task at school. 
Some students might feel comfortable 
being in a classroom while others may 
shy away toward the back away from 
everyone.
      Students with anxiety will not only 
be challenged at school but almost 
anywhere they go. Commuter students 
will encounter many stressful obsta-
cles, especially Car Parc, on their way 
to class. A simple drive to school or 
meeting someone new can be a factor 
in whether their anxiety will be trig-
gered.
     As difficult as it is dealing with anxi-
ety, there are ways to naturally ease 
the discomfort of the disorder. A few 
remedies and coping methods that can 
help ease anxiety include doing yoga, 
Society’s overusage of the term
CORINNE APPEL
CONTRIBUTING 
WRITER
W
Corinne Appel, a communication and media 
arts major, is in her second year as a contrib-
uting writer for The Montclarion. 
breathing exercises, listening to calm 
music or limiting daily obligations to 
ease their anxiety. While others may 
take on many obligations to keep 
busy, people and especially students 
in college should get to know them-
selves and what sets off their anxiety. 
This can help one notice the signs of 
the disorder.
     Generations before ours were not 
as open about mental illnesses as we 
are today. Today, more people are 
being diagnosed with anxiety and 
receiving help for it. There are still 
people that struggle to reach out to 
their family, friends and their own 
doctors to receive help. It is impor-
tant to know that it is never too late 
to receive help, and it is always a 
good thing to talk about your emo-
tions.
     Without a doubt, it is easier to feel 
alone in this gigantic world. Talk-
ing about mental health has become 
more common. Do not look at people 
who are open about their struggles 
differently. Try to understand their 
intentions or where they come from 
and that they do not always have 
control. Understanding people with 
mental illnesses should not lead to 
alienation.
Thumbs Up
New Center for 
Computing and In-
formation Science 
building opens
Lebron James sur-
prises Queens stu-
dents with new 
gear and locker 
room
 Parents of Penn 
State hazing victim 
reach settlement
Summer comes to 
a close
Brazil’s
National Museum 
destroyed by fire
‘Adventure Time’ 
ends after 10 sea-
sons
T h u m b s 
Down
The News Lacks Integrity, Not Veracity
Journalism today lacks its key values
ince Donald 
Trump announced 
he would be run-
ning for president 
over two years ago, 
he has attacked var-
ious groups of peo-
ple verbally or via 
Twitter. Arguably, 
the group he has gone after the most 
is journalists, which he infamously la-
bels as spreaders of “fake news.” Af-
ter months of these attacks, hundreds 
of newspapers responded in a collab-
orative effort organized by The Boston 
Globe. While Trump is well-deserving 
of a clap back for his persistent criti-
cisms of media, the sad truth is that 
many aspects of American journal-
ism are in fact harmful to the average 
citizen. Journalists who fail to address 
issues within the industry will only 
continue to experience a damaged rela-
tionship with the majority of America.
     The issue with news is not that it 
is dishonest, as Trump likes to suggest, 
nor that it skews liberal. In fact, by most 
countries’ standards, the liberalism 
that Americans know is considered a 
centrist or right wing ideology. The 
biggest issues with American journal-
ism can be sorted into three categories: 
the lack of distinction between news 
coverage and news commentary, the 
poor prioritization of coverage, and 
the polarized for-or-against narrative.
     The distinction between news cov-
erage and news commentary is an is-
sue specific to broadcast. Trump most 
commonly uses “fake news” to refer 
to CNN and MSNBC. While he’s im-
mature to do so — usually basing 
his accusations on his desire to only 
be discussed positively — and hypo-
critical to not extend the term to Fox 
News, he technically is not wrong to 
question the legitimacy of those net-
works’ content. The vast majority of 
what anchors on channels like CNN, 
MSNBC and Fox News talk about is 
not the facts of major stories but the 
perspectives. 
     Typically on these networks, a story 
will be given a certain amount of time 
for coverage and equal or more time 
for guests to discuss their subjective 
views. Of course, providing an opin-
ion on a major issue is not inherently 
SAM CARLINER
STAFF WRITER
S bad and is usually positive, but it is harmful to suggest that an opinion is a fact. When broadcast 
networks do not acknowledge 
that what they’re providing is pri-
marily opinion-based coverage, 
their audiences will usually take 
them at face value and incorrectly 
spread subjective information as 
if it is truth. This only solidifies 
people in their perspectives and 
makes it harder for Americans 
to consider more views than the 
ones they’ve already committed 
to.
     Another issue rampant in 
broadcast but also noticeable in 
other forms of journalism, is how 
often outlets will neglect the sto-
ries that affect the most people. 
Since the first rumors of Russian 
interference in the 2016 election, 
CNN has provided frequent up-
dates, often spending hours a day 
discussing the same points, result-
ing in coverage that is far more re-
dundant than informative. They 
have failed to invest their resourc-
es in more complex and important 
stories, such as the lack of power 
Concerning Editorials and Columns
 Main editorials appear on the first page of the Opinion section. They are unsigned articles that represent the opinion of the editorial board on a particular 
issue.  Columns are written by individuals and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of The Montclarion staff.
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Sam Carliner, a journalism major, is in his 
third as a staff writer for The Montclarion.
Continued...
and the attempts at gentrification 
in hurricane-ravaged towns in 
Puerto Rico or intentionally poi-
soned water in Flint, Michigan 
and the many ways it continues 
to poison the community. 
     Fox News has spent hours 
berating Democratic nominee 
for Congress Alexandria Ocasio-
Cortez, deeming her “radical 
left” even though her platform is 
barely left-of-center. MSNBC has 
507 stories on their official web-
site about Stormy Daniels, ac-
cording to the MSNBC coverage 
database, but zero on the war in 
Yemin in which U.S. ally, Saudi 
Arabia has killed thousands of 
civilians, according to the UN 
Human Rights Office. While 2016 
saw the biggest labor strike in 
U.S. history organized by incar-
cerated people, big names such 
as The New York Times and The 
Washington Post failed to deem 
the story worth even one page of 
coverage. Another mass prison 
strike began on Aug. 21 of this 
year, which once again received 
little to no coverage from major 
papers. 
     These are just a few examples 
of the many failures of Ameri-
can journalists to prioritize the 
stories that could have the most 
impact. Instead, they have opted 
to cover stories for easy clicks and 
redundant critiques.
     Perhaps the most dangerous is-
sue with American journalism is 
its severely binary narrative struc-
ture, which is an issue through-
out America’s media industry as 
a whole, and not exclusive to, but 
still very much a part of journal-
ism. You are either a cat person or 
a dog person, a man or a woman, 
gay or straight, for or against gun 
control, liberal or conservative, etc. 
Occasionally centrism is provided 
as a third option, if a dulled-down 
blending of two barely-somewhat 
encompassing labels can be con-
sidered an option. 
     In reality, no discussions — espe-
cially not ones being discussed by 
journalists — can or should consist 
of only two perspectives, especially 
when those two perspectives are lib-
eral and conservative. These are two 
ideologies which actually aren’t as 
separate from one another as many 
of the people who identify with them 
would like to believe. 
     This for-or-against mentality 
pushed by some of the biggest in-
fluencers in the world of media 
is a disservice to free thought. It 
normalizes the idea that not fully 
committing to one stance means 
one must be fully committing to 
its polar opposite, hence why so 
many people feel that the only 
way to disagree with Trump’s 
attacks on journalism is to deny 
that there are any issues within 
the media industry. The degree to 
which this influences nationalism 
is also dangerous. 
     For example, the takeaway 
from Russian President Vladimir 
Putin influencing the U.S. election 
should be that years of corrupt 
leadership in Russia and the U.S. 
has made it far too easy for people 
with bad intentions and immense 
power to attack democracy. 
     There’s no valid reason why dis-
approving of Putin’s and Trump’s 
actions should be a call for Ameri-
cans to oppose the entire country 
of Russia when the average citi-
zen in Russia likely has no more 
love for Putin than Americans do. 
Yet many Americans have been 
influenced by media coverage to 
firmly commit to the idea that the 
land they happened to be born 
in is the poor victim of a foreign 
nation hellbent on destroying 
democracy. This is ironic consid-
ering how many democratically 
elected governments the U.S. has 
interfered with at the expense of 
countless lives.
      The Cold War-like propaganda 
being passed off as news is worth 
criticizing, and while Trump has no 
leg to stand on when he makes such 
criticisms, it’s arguably more dan-
gerous that the people who do have 
a leg to stand on would rather act 
like nothing is wrong.
      Journalism is too important of an 
institution to be held to such a low 
standard. Those who truly hope to 
protect it need to be willing to shake 
the for-or-against way of thinking 
that Americans are so used to and 
start making more nuanced cri-
tiques of the state of journalism and 
the larger media industry. The Bos-
ton Globe and most of the papers 
participating in this “call to action” 
likely will not consider these types 
of opinions, but the average Ameri-
can still can. 
      As our way of looking at the world 
becomes more all-encompassing, the 
big names in media will hopefully do 
more to hold themselves accountable.
Is Danger Lurking at Night 
on Montclair State?
ersonal  Per-
sonal safety is a 
major priority for 
individuals on 
college campus-
es. While many 
students may feel 
safe here at Mont-
clair State Uni-
versity, the dangers imposed by the 
nighttime can be frightening. Many 
students take night classes and 
should be focused on the school-
work at hand, not worrying about 
being possibly attacked, robbed, 
raped, etc. It is a scary thought that 
this can happen anywhere, espe-
cially on a college campus.
     Those who dorm and com-
mute face the same danger when 
they walk to and from class or to 
and from their dorms. More safety 
measures need to be put in place to 
protect the students of Montclair 
State when they are on campus in 
the late evening. I believe that it 
should be an important focus for 
the university to implement safety 
measures that can potentially save 
the lives of students.
     A safety measure that could be 
put into place includes a special 
app that students can use to com-
municate with campus police. Two 
apps listed by Montclair State’s 
website regarding safety on cam-
pus are Circle of Six and RAVE 
Guardian. Circle of Six allows stu-
dents to designate six friends that 
can be contacted if you are in trou-
ble. RAVE Guardian is the only 
app that provides communication 
with the Montclair State police de-
partment. Campus police needs to 
be more heavily encouraged and 
enforced because it can save the 
lives of students.
     Colleges and universities must be 
places where all students feel accept-
ed and safe. I feel as though our cam-
pus is not monitored as much as it 
could be. Anybody could make their 
way onto campus, and I find that to 
be a disturbing thought.
     The campus parking garages 
pose a danger for students at night 
heading back to their cars after 
class. Predators can hide out and 
target their unsuspecting victims 
hiding under the guise of night. 
This semester, I will be on campus 
The importance of safety and the growing concern of 
having an open campus
JESSE SANZARI
ASSISTANT  
FEATURE EDITOR
P one night until 10:45 p.m. While I try not to think about it, I will be 
walking by myself back to my car 
in a parking garage where many 
dangerous situations could possi-
bly occur.
     One thing that eases my mind is the 
blue light boxes, which are formally 
known as the emergency call boxes. 
All 124 boxes provide the same use: to 
call university police when you feel as 
if you are in danger in any of the park-
ing lots on campus. I subconsciously 
think about what I would do if I was 
put into a dangerous position be-
cause of the lack of security available 
to students who take night classes.
     Montclair State must put the safety 
of their students at the top of their 
priorities. We hear cases of students 
being harmed at night on campuses 
all of the time on the news. We think 
it only happens anywhere else and 
that it can not happen here at Mont-
clair State. It is foolish to think that 
way. I believe that this issue needs to 
be brought to the attention of the ad-
ministration because students need 
to focus on their schoolwork, not 
worry about a potential attack while 
walking around campus at night.
Jesse Sanzari, a journalism major, is in her 
first year as an assistant feature editor. 
     I hope that in the near future I see 
positive changes that help all students 
feel safe. Please always be careful and 
aware of your surroundings, this goes 
for all students regardless of gender. 
Predators are everywhere and Mont-
clair State needs to step up the secu-
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Photo courtesy of Andrea BonillaJazzlyn Ortega directs on the set of her short film, “Carma.”
Student Artist Profile: 
Jazzlyn Ortega
Jazzlyn Ortega is a junior studying 
film at Montclair State University. 
Whenever she is not working on a film 
project, Ortega expresses her creativity 
through realistic sketches of popular 
people and characters. For Ortega, art 
is an extension of herself and her major 
allots her the space to combine what 
she is passionate about with where she 
comes from.
Q: When did you know you want-
ed to study film?
A: I knew I wanted to pursue film 
in my junior year of high school. 
I came from a small high school 
and I think I was the only one who 
wanted to study film. At times this 
was discouraging and I thought I 
was delusional. When one of my 
friends got shot and killed, that’s 
when I knew I had to do this. One of 
my dreams is to create a film to pay 
homage to him and have a screen-
ing in my hometown of Paterson, 
New Jersey. I always wanted to do 
something where I can showcase my 
art skills and I was naturally kind-of 
bossy, even though I didn’t want to 
admit it.
Q: Do you think you have to have 
the ability to self-assert to “make 
it” in the film industry?
A: Absolutely. It’s that idea of 
“speaking it into existence.” Some-
times I doubt myself but I can’t let 
it take over because I’ll never make 
it. I have a lot of people counting on 
me but most importantly, I feel like I 
owe it to myself.
Q: In what ways has your upbring-
ing and hometown helped cultivate 
you as an artist and assisted you in 
standing out in the film program?
A: There’s a lot I could say about Pa-
terson and I’ll probably make a film 
about it one day, but growing up 
in Paterson has become a big part 
of my artistry. If you’re from [the] 
North East you’ve most likely heard 
many negative things about Pater-
son. Growing up in a place that has 
been tainted by corruption, drugs, 
gang activity and death has allowed 
me to push harder and stronger to 
reach my goals. There’s so much 
rich culture and beautiful history in 
Paterson and I think it’s time for it 
to be recognized for that.
Q: How does your drawing/artistic 
background affect the way you 
approach film projects?
A: Everything has to be perfect 
whether it’s a drawing or a film. I 
mostly do realism when I draw. I try 
to be as detailed as possible so that’s 
a challenge.
Q: What’s a film everyone should 
see?
A: I think “Boyz n the Hood” is a 
very important movie everyone 
should watch. It has very powerful 
and emotional messages about gen-
trification, fatherhood/motherhood 
in the Black community, police bru-
tality, among other things. Please 
watch it if you haven’t, it plays like 
every Sunday on BET.
Q: Favorite position you’ve held on 
set?
A: Defiantly DP [Director of Photog-
raphy]. I get anxiety when I’m not 
behind the camera.
Q: Is there a singular artist or au-
teur who influenced/inspired you?
A: A lot of people, things and events 
inspire me, however, Steve Jobs 
really pushed me to pursue film as 
career. I don’t know why when he 
said, “don’t settle,” it really stuck 
with me.
Q: How does film allow/help you 
not settle?
A: Every time I watch a film wheth-
er it’s good or bad, I remind myself 
how much I love this industry. If I 
see a really good film I’m like, ‘wow 
I really want to do that.’ If I see a 
bad film I think to myself, ‘what 
could I do to change it?’ It’s that 
feeling of happiness that makes me 
want to be a filmmaker. I don’t want 
to do anything else knowing there’s 
a whole world I would love to be a 
part of. I can’t think of doing any-
thing else. Ugh, I love film so much.
Q: What does pursuing a degree in 
the arts in 2018 mean to you?
A: It means absolutely everything. 
I’ve been an artist for as long as I 
can remember. This isn’t just [the 
pursuit of] a job or a piece of paper. 
Art is my life.
Photo courtesy of Hazel HernandezJazzlyn Ortega sits in a room full of graffiti wearing a “Paterson Raised” T-shirt. 
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JUSTIN BIEBER SHAWN MENDES LOGIC DRAKE
If I was asked five years ago 
what I thought of Justin Bieber, 
I would have responded with 
the utmost disapproval. De-
spite Bieber’s ups and downs 
with the media, it is undeniable 
that his music can get anyone 
moving. His songs are catchy, 
passionate and have the ability 
to anthem any awesome party. 
Bieber’s 2015 “Purpose” is by 
far his best work. It ultimately 
established him as a modern 
day king of the pop genre. 
Shawn Mendes is at the top of his 
game. His new album, “Shawn 
Mendes,” sounds like a mix of 
Coldplay, Ed Sheeran and the 
unique factor that makes Mendes 
the young star that he has evolved 
into. The future is bright for 
Mendes and he has the ability 
to make people cheer for him. 
His self-titled ablum is definitely 
worth listening to, especially due 
to Mendes’ ability to blur the lines 
between pop and alternative rock.
Depending on who you ask, Logic 
is either changing the planet or is a 
goon. No matter what stance you 
take, it is inarguable that his mix 
tape, “Bobby Tarantino Two,” is pure 
fire. Some notable songs that make 
me want to put on a bat suit and save 
the world are “Overnight,” “Wizard 
Of Oz” and especially “Everyday.” 
His rhymes are more clever and his 
beats feature a bit more swag. Fans 
of pop/hip hop should absolutely be 
aware of the emerging star that Logic 
is becoming. Plus, how awesome is 
this album cover?
Drake is another one of those artists 
who is on top of their game. To be 
honest, he would probably be ranked 
higher on many others lists, proving 
that my taste in music is perhaps a bit 
outdated or at least commercialized. 
But as a fellow musician, I have to 
acknowledge just how phenomenal 
Drake’s latest work has been. His songs 
evoke this certain sense of swag that I 
think is good for young listeners; it’s 
almost as if Drake wants us to be fear-
less and to be honest. I start to feel that 
way when I Iisten to him. “Scorpion” 
is Drake’s latest album and by far my 
recommendation for Drake content.
TOP MALE POP STARS OF TODAY ON SPOTIFY
List by Donovan Russo, Contributing Writer
Photo courtesy of Amazon Photo courtesy of Amazon Photo courtesy of Amazon Photo courtesy of Amazon
Mitski’s ‘Be the Cowboy’ Matches       
Upbeat Tracks with Devastating Lyrics
     Singer/songwriter Mitski 
Miyawaki has been steadily rising 
to the upper echelons of the indie 
music scene for several years now. 
After her 2014 release “Bury Me at 
Makeout Creek” secured her a cult 
fan base, her 2016 release “Puberty 
2” rocketed her to Pitchfork-darling 
status. The announcement of her 
fifth studio album, “Be the Cow-
boy,” landed her a spot on many 
music magazines’ lists of their most 
anticipated albums of 2018.
     Mitski spent her first four al-
bums curating a sound consisting 
of vocals seeped in emotion, guitar 
riffs and hard-hitting lyricism often 
detailing the trials of love and sol-
itude. While her first three albums 
weren’t bad, “Puberty 2” no doubt 
perfected this sound. Rather than 
continuing to pursue everything 
that made her a big name in the 
music scene, on “Be the Cowboy” 
she has opted to throw almost all of 
it out the window, a risky decision 
that pays off.
     While “Be the Cowboy” has 
traces of the ballads and rock songs 
of Mitski’s previous material, the 
vast majority of tracks are aes-
thetically upbeat, a shift signaled 
by “Nobody,” the second of three 
singles released in promotion of 
the album. “Nobody” feels like a 
sing-along designed to be danced 
to, and many other tracks take 
the same approach. Mitski experi-
ments with synth-pop a good deal 
throughout the album on songs like 
“Why Didn’t You Stop Me?” and 
“Washing Machine Heart.”
     The overall tone of the album 
is upbeat, at least instrumental-
ly. “Remember My Name” is her 
biggest banger to date, with heavy 
drums and wailing guitars sound-
ing like something that would be 
played at a baseball game. The al-
bum does have a handful of sadder 
songs, the most obvious being the 
closing track, “Two Slow Danc-
ers.” The song is a haunting ballad 
about people growing apart as they 
Sam Carliner
Staff Writer
mature. 
     Lyrically, Mitski’s music 
is just as devastating as ever. 
Heart-wrenching lines like “My 
god I’m so lonely/So I open the 
window/To hear sounds of peo-
ple,” or “I know I ended it/But 
why won’t you chase after me?” 
and “I thought I’d traveled a long 
way/But I’d circled,” make artists 
like Lana Del Rey and Adele seem 
like stand-up comics.
     Thematically, the vast major-
ity of songs depict the trials of 
maintaining or enjoying human 
relationships, something Mitski 
has mentioned she struggles with 
in various interviews. Despite 
the dramatically bleak phrasing, 
Mitski typically delivers the lines 
with happy, sing-song vocals that 
compliment the perky instrumen-
tals. Again, with exceptions, such 
as “Two Slow Dancers” where she 
repeatedly belts out “To think that 
we could stay the same,” sounding 
like she’s trying not to burst into 
tears.
     “Be the Cowboy” is not without 
its flaws. Many of the songs also 
feel too short. Quite few of them 
just barely reach the two-minute 
mark and leave much more to 
be desired. The ordering of the 
songs feels like it could have been 
arranged better since there are no 
distinct transitions on the album. 
Some songs, like “A Horse Named 
Cold Air,” feel completely out of 
place with the songs preceding and 
following. Despite these issues, 
the album remains a fantastic 
collection of some of Mitski’s best, 
boldest and happiest material.
     In a year where singer/song-
writers have been putting out some 
fantastic projects, such as Courtney 
Barnett’s “Tell Me How You Really 
Feel” or Soccer Mommy’s “Clean,” 
Mitski has once again released 
music that stands out. The change 
in style could have been a disaster, 
but aside from some minor short-
comings, she pulls off a sound that 
makes her skillful lyricism more 
interesting and fun than it’s ever 
been.
Photo courtesy of mitski.bandcamp.com
Mitski’s fifth studio album, “Be the Cowboy,” released on Aug. 17.
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SUMMER MOVIE RECAP
     “The Happytime Murders” is a very dull 
and forgettable raunchy comedy that’s sold on 
its dirty, adult humor. With such a wild, inap-
propriate initial trailer, the actual movie is far 
less satisfying than its advertisements. All of 
the best material is in those trailers, as the final 
product is simply a by-the-numbers buddy cop 
story with puppets. “The Happytime Murders” 
attempts at having a racial message similar to 
how “Bright” and “Zootopia” uses their fiction-
al creatures to demonstrate the poor treatment 
of minorities. Where “Happytime Murders” 
fails is how little effort went into the writing for 
the story, characters and humor. As impressive 
as the puppeteers bring the fictional world to 
life, the writers had zero ideas to evolve any-
where besides a one-note joke. 
CROWD-PLEASING SEQUELS
“Sorry to Bother You”
“Deadpool 2”
     Leading up to “Deadpool 2,” I 
was a bit skeptical that it would be a 
worthy sequel. However, now that I 
have seen it, I  can solidly say that it’s 
an awesome action-packed comedic 
movie. “Deadpool 2” is one of the 
few summer movies that I feel is 
definitely worthy of a rewatch. The 
action scenes are top-notch, as the 
film’s director David Leitch comes off 
of working on “John Wick.” Overall, 
this action-comedy sequel has a lot 
of amazing moments and multiple 
moments of comedic gold. I strong-
ly recommend “Deadpool 2” to all 
movie fans. 
“Mamma Mia: Here We Go Again” 
     “Mamma Mia! Here We Go Again” is a 
feel-good movie to watch with your best 
friends. Despite the fact that Meryl Streep 
only appeared at the end of  a beautiful 
scene, her character Donna Sheridan was 
still embodied perfectly by Lily James, who 
played the younger version of Donna. The 
first “Mamma Mia!” is about Donna helping 
her daughter Sophie plan her wedding. So-
phie also tries to find out who her father is 
by inviting three of her mother’s past lovers 
to the ceremony. The film’s main focus is 
Sophie and what her life is becoming as a 
newlywed. However, the sequel focuses on 
her mother Donna and her life before So-
phie. Donna’s young life is centered around 
adventure, young love and heartbreak. De-
spite the decade-long lapse between films, 
this sing-along sequel makes you want to 
jump out of your seat.
INDEPENDENT GEMS
AVOID AT ALL COSTS
“Eighth Grade”
“The First Purge”
     “The First Purge” is a sorry step 
backward in the franchise that’s too 
focused on shoving in political com-
mentary rather than exciting action 
or interesting characters. I’m not 
pretending the other “Purge” entries 
were cinematic classics, but at least 
they were entertaining in various 
degrees. “The First Purge” has a very 
promising premise to tell the origin 
of this twisted holiday. The filmmak-
ers could have had this origin film 
have the craziest and most disturbing 
violence yet. Unfortunately, the film 
fails as both a crazy action flick and a 
well-developed political film. 
“The Happytime Murders”
- Robert O’Connor
Entertainment Editor
- Collin De Lade
Staff Writer
- Collin De Lade
Staff Writer
     “Sorry to Bother You” is the summer’s 
craziest, and in my opinion, best film. In an 
attempt to avoid spoilers that would ruin the 
surprising and sometimes absurd twists that 
unravel as the film progresses, I am going 
to keep plot details to a minimum. Lakeith 
Stanfield stars as Cassius Green who, facing 
financial hardship in Oakland, California, 
begins working as a telemarketer. He quickly 
discovers that he can make better sales when 
he puts on his “white voice.” From there, it 
only gets weirder. Some viewers will unde-
niably reject some of the plot advances as too 
ridiculous. Writer and director Boots O’Rielly 
is using everything to make a point, and he 
certainly has a lot to say. “Sorry to Bother 
You” is a movie that begs to be rewatched 
over and over again, and I cannot stop sing-
ing its praises.
- Fiorella Medina
Chief Copy Editor
Photo courtesy of Annapurna Pictures
Photo courtesy of STX Entertainment
Photo courtesy of Universal Pictures
- Javier Reyes
Assistant Entertainment Editor
- Trevor Gioia
Staff Writer
     In the directorial debut of renowned 
comedian Bo Burnham, “Eighth Grade” de-
livers a strikingly poignant and intimate look 
at adolescence through the eyes of a young 
girl named Kayla, played by Elsie Fischer. 
The events of the film follow Kayla’s last 
week of eighth grade and the many struggles 
that social life brings with it at such a young 
age. The film is exceptionally cringe-induc-
ing, yet it is one of those instances where it is 
both intentional and necessary. Despite being 
a first-time director, Burnham crafts a movie 
that succeeds in being equally humorous, 
heartfelt and profoundly insightful and is 
easily one of the best movies of the year so 
far. 
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This Week In
Red Hawk 
Sports
Red Hawk Recap Red Hawks Men’s Soccer: 8College of New Rochelle: 0
Field Hockey vs. 
SUNY New Paltz
7 p.m.
No Games
SAT 9/8
SUN 9/9
Women’s Soccer vs. 
Frostburg State University
1 p.m.
Women’s Volleyball at 
U.S. Merchant Marine
11 a.m.
Football vs. 
Salve Regina University
12 p.m.
Field Hockey vs. 
SUNY Cortland
5 p.m.
Men’s Soccer vs. 
Messiah College
6 p.m.
MON 9/10
Men’s Soccer vs. 
The City College of New York
6 p.m.
TUE 9/11
Women’s Volleyball at 
Kean University
7 p.m.
WED 9/12
Women’s Soccer at 
Mount St. Mary (NY)
7 p.m.
Men’s Soccer at 
Moravian College
7 p.m.
Field Hockey at 
Stevens  Institute of  Technol-
ogy
8 p.m.
Red Hawks Men’s Soccer: 1
Oneonta: 1
THU 9/6
FRI 9/7
Sports
The 2018 football season kicks off against Salve Regina University at home on 
Saturday, Sept. 8.
Anthony Paradiso
Assistant Sports Editor
     In a New Jersey Athletic Con-
ference (NJAC) preseason poll, 
the Montclair State University 
football team was picked to fin-
ish eighth out of the 10 teams 
that make up the NJAC Divi-
sion. 
     “You don’t have enough 
talent to win on talent alone,” 
once said former United States 
Olympic hockey team coach 
Herb Brooks when he brought 
the team to gold medal glory in 
1980. 
     The Montclair State women’s 
ice hockey team was not touted 
highly ahead of their 2017-18 
season. Not many hockey pun-
dits picked the Red Hawks to 
become a part of a division and 
win it in the same year, but they 
did. No one thought the Mont-
clair State women’s ice hockey 
team could make it to the Na-
tional Collegiate Athletic As-
sociation (NCAA) tournament, 
but they did. It is clear that this 
year’s Red Hawks football team 
has its critics ahead of the 2018 
season, just like the women’s ice 
hockey team did ahead of last 
season.
     The Red Hawks will have 
to cope without four all-con-
ference players on defense in 
2018, including defensive back 
Shaone Stephenson and of-
fensive lineman Kevin Merkle, 
who were named first-team all-
NJAC last year.
     Last season, freshman 
Mauro Altamura led his team 
in tackles with 80 and was 
named an honorable men-
tion to the all-NJAC team. 
After the Red Hawks’ defense 
graduated four all-conference 
players, Altamura will look to 
continue being the leader this 
year’s Red Hawks need to suc-
ceed.
     Junior punter/kicker Hunt-
er Daly was named NJAC Spe-
cial Teams Player of the Year 
in 2017. Daly was named to 
the Division III football team 
of the week and Special Teams 
Player of the Week four times 
last year, kicking 11 out of 14 
field goals. Daly and the spe-
cial team’s unit remain key 
assets to the 2018 Red Hawks 
football team.
     The Red Hawks’ schedule is 
tough this year no matter how 
you slice it. In weeks six, seven 
and eight, the Red Hawks play 
against the top three ranked 
teams in the NJAC.
     In week six, the Red Hawks 
travel to third overall Salisbury 
University. The Sea Gulls ran 
for 654 total rushing yards in 
week one against Albright Col-
lege, a school record and more 
than the total yardage most 
teams gain on any given Satur-
day.
    In week seven, the Red Hawks 
square up with number two 
ranked Frostburg State Uni-
versity. D3football.com ranks 
Frostburg State in eighth place 
Football Looks to Shock 
the Conference this Season
Photo courtesy of montclairathletics.com
Red Hawks Volleyball: 0
Augsburg University: 3
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Red Hawks’ football ranked eighth in Preseason Coaches Poll
in NCAA Division III football. 
In 2017, the Bobcats finished 
second in the NJAC and ad-
vanced to the quarterfinals of 
the NCAA tournament. In a 
34-7 victory over Stevenson 
University, the Bobcats rushed 
for four touchdowns and held 
their opponents on defense.
     Montclair State will play 
NJAC defending champions 
Wesley College in week eight. 
The NJAC preseason poll picks 
the Wolverines to win the divi-
sion this season on the backs of 
an undefeated record in confer-
ence last year. Wesley College’s 
senior quarterback Khaaliq Bur-
roughs was second in the NJAC 
last year in touchdowns (26), 
passing yards (2,483) and pass-
ing efficiency (147.1).
     The NJAC preseason poll 
shows that the conference seems 
to believe that the Red Hawks 
are not going to be a threat to 
win the division this season. The 
NJAC preseason poll that picked 
the Red Hawks to finish last in 
the NJAC will certainly be a 
source of motivation for this Red 
Hawks football team.
     The Red Hawks can get off to 
a good start with a win in front 
of a home crowd on Saturday, 
Sept. 8 when they host Salve 
Regina University at Sprague 
Field.
Red Hawks Volleyball: 1
Trine University: 3
Red Hawks Volleyball: 0
Roger Williams University: 3
Red Hawks Women’s Soccer: 2
St. John Fisher: 0 Red Hawks Men’s Soccer: 8Brooklyn College: 0
Red Hawks Field Hockey: 1
DeSales University: 0
Red Hawks Field Hockey: 2
Ithaca College: 1
Red Hawks Volleyball: 3
Alfred University: 0
Red Hawks Women’s Soccer: 1
Arcadia University: 1
MSU Wins in PK
Ben Caplan | The  Montclarion
Senior quarterback John Apicella (16) and the Red 
Hawks will play at Salisbury University on Oct. 13.
Thursday, September 6, 2018montclarionsports@gmail.com
Red Hawks Soccer Near 
Perfect to Start Season
     Much like their renovated 
home, both of Montclair State 
University’s soccer teams look 
refreshed and excited to start 
the 2018 season.
     During their season, the men’s 
and women’s soccer teams both 
had to play in a stadium that 
was under construction. The 
reason for the construction was 
to add more seats to the stadi-
um in preparation for the next 
New York Red Bulls II season.
     With MSU Soccer Stadium 
finally complete, the Montclair 
State men’s and women’s soc-
cer teams can look forward to 
the season ahead.
     Both soccer teams, prior to 
the start of the season, were 
ranked within the top three in 
the New Jersey Athletic Confer-
ence (NJAC) Preseason Coach-
es Poll. The men’s team was 
selected second overall in the 
conference behind rival Rowan 
University. The rival team was 
the regular season champion 
last year. The women’s team 
ranked third overall in the Pre-
season Coaches Poll behind The 
College of New Jersey (TCNJ). 
TCNJ was last year’s conference 
Anthony Gabbianelli
Sports Editor
champions and Final Four par-
ticipant along with Rowan Uni-
versity.
      The women’s team also has 
a league-high five NJAC all-
conference players from their 
NJAC runner-up squad coming 
back this season. Senior back 
Ashley Koester, junior forward 
Emily Beenders, senior forward 
Michaela Knoblock, junior back 
Maddy McLelland and sopho-
more midfielder Catherine Car-
nevale all return to the team.
     Going into their seasons, 
both teams played away for 
their first matches. The men’s 
team went to Oneonta, New 
York, to play the State Univer-
sity of New York (SUNY) at 
Oneonta on Aug. 31. In a game 
that would need two overtime 
periods, both teams could not 
break the 1-1 tie that brought 
them there, ending the game 
in a draw. Junior forward Jose 
Huerta was awarded a penalty 
shot in the 53rd minute, which 
he converted. SUNY Oneonta 
scored three minutes later with 
a ball going past senior goal-
keeper Mike Saalfrank, who 
made 11 total saves in the game.
     The men’s soccer team came 
back to MSU Soccer Park for 
the home opener against the 
College of New Rochelle and 
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Brooklyn College on Sept. 2 
and 3 respectively. In each of 
these games, Montclair State 
decimated both teams with 
an 8-0 score. Huerta, against 
the College of New Rochelle, 
only needed 14 seconds to 
score the first of Montclair 
State’s seven first half goals. 
Sophomore forward Grif-
fin Bacon scored twice in 
the span of seven minutes to 
close out the first half scor-
ing. In the Brooklyn College 
match, sophomore forward 
Nixon Soglo along with Huerta, 
scored twice in the first half.
      The women’s soccer team 
began their season at the Haver-
ford Kickoff Classic on Sept. 1 
when they played against St. 
John Fisher College. Knoblock 
opened the game with her first 
goal of the season at the 15-min-
ute mark in the first half. Soph-
omore defender Olivia Prusa-
kowski scored just before the 
end of the game to put Mont-
clair State in line to win 2-0. 
     On Sept. 2, the women’s team 
Chaz Burnett (11) scores in the first half against the College of 
New Rochelle.
Men’s and women’s soccer ranked within top three in Preseason Coaches Poll
went to penalty kicks against 
Arcadia University. Arcadia 
scored 10 minutes into the 
first half on a ball that went by 
freshman goalkeeper Lindsay 
Freewalt, who made two saves 
in the game. Beenders tied the 
game with a strike from 20 yards 
out in the second half. Fresh-
man forward Madison Martino 
scored the decisive goal in pen-
alty kicks to win the Haverford 
Classic Championship.
     The men’s team, now 2-0-
1, plays Messiah College on 
Saturday, Sept. 8 at 6 p.m. The 
women’s team, now 1-0-1, plays 
Frostburg State University on 
Sunday, Sept. 9 at 1 p.m. Each 
team will not play any NJAC 
opponents until Sept. 15 when 
they each play Rutgers-Cam-
den.
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Michaela Knoblock scores the first of Montclair State’s two goals 
against St. John Fisher College.
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Emily Beenders (17) scores the tying goal in the second half 
against Arcadia University.
